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COMMITTEE  ON  THE  MONTANA 
STATE  HOSPITAL 

Chemical  Dependency  Discussed.. .The  third  nneeting  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Montana  State  Hospital  at  Galen  and  Warm  Springs  was  conducted 
November  22  and  was  devoted  to  chemical  dependency  issues.  The  meeting 
included  an  overview  of  chemical  dependency  services  available  throughout 
the  state  and  at  Galen  presented  by  Darry!  Bruno,  administrator  of  the  Alcohol 
and  Drug  Abuse  Division  in  the  Department  of  Corrections  and  Human 
Services.    The  Committee  also  heard  testimony  from  seven  expert  panelists 
representing  chemical  dependency  services  in  Montana. 

Downsizing  of  Campuses...Ctjrt  Chisholm,  director  of  the  Department  of 
Corrections  and  Human  Services  and  a  member  of  the  Committee,  made  an 
unscheduled  presentation  of  the  Department's  plans  to  downsize  the  Galen 
and  Warm  Springs  campuses  of  the  Montana  State  Hospital.  Chisholm 
explained  that  he  felt  a  moral  and  ethical  obligation  to  inform  the  Committee 
before  a  formal    announcement  of  the  plans  was  made.  The  preliminary 
downsizing  plan  included:  (1)    reducing  the  acute  hospital  at  Galen  to  a  10- 
bed  infirmary  at  Warm  Springs  and  reducing  the  nursing  home  on  the  Galen 
campus  from  185  beds  (with  60  patients)  to  35  beds.  Patients  previously 
served  at  Galen  would  be  moved  to  Warm  Springs  or  the  Center  for  the  Aged; 
(2)  the  consolidation  of  the  Alcohol  Service  Center  and  the  Lighthouse  drug 
treatment  program  into  one  chemical  dependency  program  with  the  same 
number  of  beds  (87)  but  providing  variable  lengths  of  stay  depending  on  a 
patient's  treatment  needs;  and  (3)  the  reduction  of  the  number  of  patients 
served  on  the  Warm  Springs  campus  in  order  to  improve  the  staff  to  patient 
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ratio  and  the  placement  of  these  patients  in  a  less  restrictive  treatment  setting 
as  required  by  Judge  McCarter's  recent  ruling  in  the  Ihler  lawsuit  against  the 
state  hospital.    Chisholm  said  the  proposed  changes  would  affect 
approximately  50  full-time  positions,  some  of  which  are  vacant.  Chisholm's 
presentation  triggered  Committee  discussion  about  the  Department's 
compliance  with  language  in  HB  2  stating  that  the  Department  may  not 
significantly  change  the  programs  on  the  Galen  and  Warm  Springs  campuses 
of  the  Montana  State  Hospital,  and  language  set  forth  in  HB  966,  which 
established  the  study  to  determine  the  role  of  Galen  and  Warm  Springs. 
Although  the  Committee  recognized  the  possibility  of  a  special  legislative 
session  in  coming  weeks,  the  next  meeting  is  tentatively  scheduled  in  Room 
325  at  9  a.m.  Friday,  January  17. 


JOINT  INTERIM  SUBCOMMITTEE 
ON  PUBLIC  EMPLOYEE  RETIREMENT  SYSTEMS 


Administrators,  Actuary  Speak. ..The  Subcommittee  on  Public  Employee 
Retirement  Systems  on  November  6  heard  presentations  on  each  of  the 
retirement  systems  and  guest  testimony  from  the  actuary  for  the  Public 
Employee  Retirement  Division,  Alton  Hendrickson.  System  administrators  and 
employee  representatives  were  given  the  opportunity  to  outline  the  issues 
which  they  would  like  to  see  the  Subcommittee  address.    Larry  Nachtsheim, 
administrator  of  the  Public  Employees  Retirement  Division,  outlined  three  issue 
areas:  (1)  the  development  of  a  comprehensive  legislative  policy  statement  as 
a  guideline  for  all  retirement  systems;  (2)  the  development  of  model 
procedures  for  handling  retirement  legislation  during  a  session;  and  (3)  system 
consolidation.  Dave  Senn,  administrator  of  the  Teachers'  Retirement  System, 
also  raised  three  issues  areas:  (1)  cost-of-living  adjustments  for  retirees;  (2) 
portability  of  service  credits  between  states;  and  (3)  the  effects  of  the 
University's  Optional  Retirement  Program  on  the  Teachers'  Retirement 
System.  Other  issues  raised  by  interested  persons  included  automatic  cost-of- 
living  increases,  health  insurance  benefits  for  retirees,  early  retirement, 
keeping  benefits  current  to  the  needs  of  members,  and  equity  or  fairness 
among  the  systems. 

Other  Issues. ..To  assist  staff  in  gathering  information  for  the 
Subcommittee,  members  identified  four  issues  for  further  research:  (1) 
consolidation;  (2)  the  legislative  decision-making  process;  (3)  post-retirement 
increases;  and  (4)  development  of  guidelines  to  assist  legislators  in 
understanding  what  makes  a  retirement  system  actuarially  unsound. 
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Meeting  Set  January  1  0  and  1  1  ...The  Subcommittee's  next  meeting  is 
scheduled  for  Friday  and  Saturday,  January  10  and  11.    A  public  hearing  on 
retirement  issues  is  scheduled  to  begin  at  7  p.m.  on  Friday,  January  10,  in 
Room  325.    The  Subcommittee  will    reconvene  Saturday  at  9  a.m.  in  Room 
104  for  a  half-day  meeting  to  discuss  the  hearing  and  consider  information  on 
the  issues  it  identified  for  further  research  on  November  6. 


JOINT  INTERIM  SUBCOMMITTEE 
ON  CHILDREN  AND  FAMILIES 

Reports  Heard. ..The  Joint  Interim  Subcommittee  on  Children  and  Families 
met  November  8,  when  Dennis  Taylor  reviewed  and  offered  personal 
observations  on  his  July  1  990  Report  to  the  Governor  and  Human  Services 
Subcabinet  On  Ways  to  Improve  Child  and  Family  Services  in  Montana  and  To 
Strengthen  the  Department  of  Family  Services.    Also,  Dr.  Charles  Horejsi,  who 
teaches  in  the  Department  of  Social  Work  at  the  University  of  Montana, 
presented  an  overview  of  family-based  programs  and  some  case  studies  that 
illustrate  ways  in  which  family  preservation  services  can  assist  families  in 
crisis.  The  Department  of  Family  Services  discussed  their  recent  request  for 
proposals  to  pilot  several  community-based  family  support  programs. 

Meeting  Scheduled  February  6  and  7. ..The  Subcommittee  selected 
February  6  and  7,  1992,  as  the  dates  for  a  conference  tentatively  called 
"Strengthening  Montana's  Families".  With  the  assistance  of  the  National 
Conference  of  State  Legislatures,  the  Subcommittee  hopes  to  use  the 
proposed  public  forum  as  an  educational  and  consensus-building  vehicle  for 
the  Montana  Legislature,  family  service  providers,  and  the  public  on  children 
and  family  service  issues.    To  better  plan  for  these  goals,  the  Subcommittee 
invited  organizations  and  programs  that  serve  children  and  families  in  Montana 
to  make  written  or  personal  contact  with    Subcommittee  staff,  Andrea  Merrill 
or  Doug  Sternberg. 

JOINT  INTERIM  SUBCOMMITTEE 
ON  SCHOOL  FUNDING 

December  9  Meeting  Planned. ..The  second  meeting  of  the  Joint  Interim 
Subcommittee  on  School  Funding  is  scheduled  for  9  a.m.,  Monday,  December 
9,  in  Room  104  of  the  Capitol.  The  Subcommittee  will  devote  the  afternoon  of 
this  meeting  to  an  informal,  roundtable  discussion  with  representatives  of  the 
education  community  on  ideas  for  school  funding  equalization  mechanisms 
and  suggestions  for  relevant  data  analyses.  To  begin  building  consensus 
solutions  on  the  various  equalization  issues  under  study,  the  Subcommittee 
invited  participation  by  interested  persons  who  have  specific  proposals  or  data 
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to  share.    If  you  wish  to  take  part  in  this  informal  dialogue,  please  contact  Co- 
chairnnen  Sen.  Bob  Brown  (862-6656)  or  Sen.  Chet  Blaylock  (628-4254),  or 
contact  Andrea  Merrill,  Subcommittee  staff,  at  444-3064.    While  there  may 
be  limited  seating  at  the  discussion  table,  offers  of  assistance  or  observations 
may  be  made  from  the  audience.    The  roundtable  discussion  will  begin  at  1:30 
p.m.  The  morning  agenda  will  center  around  review  of  the  current  school 
funding  mechanism  and  updated  reports  on  school  facility  and  transportation 
equalization. 

ENVIRONMENTAL  QUALITY  COUNCIL 

Meeting  January  17...The  Environmental  Quality  Council  will  meet  at  9 
a.m.  Friday,  January  17,  in  Room  104  of  the  Capitol.    The  EQC  will  continue 
deliberation  of  its  three  principal  workplan  topics,  including  the  energy  and 
lakeshore  studies,  and  implementation  of  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy 
Act  (MEPA).    Also  on  the  agenda  are  hazardous  waste,  hard-rock  mining, 
forestry,  and  other  topics. 

Environmental  Problems  Priority  Assessment. ..At  its  November  meeting, 
the  EQC  approved  the  addition  of  a  new  component  of  its  workplan.    To 
better  allocate  its  and  the  state's  limited  resources  to  solving  most  critical 
environmental  problems,  the  EQC  will  begin  developing  a  method  for  assessing 
the  most  critical  problems  posing  the  greatest  risk  to  the  state's  environmental 
health.    In  January,  this  priority  assessment  will  be  a  main  agenda  item. 

Hazardous  Waste  Issues. ..The  EQC  will  receive  an  update  of  new  rules 
regulating  boilers  and  industrial  furnaces  (BIF)  that  will  affect  two  proposals  to 
burn  hazardous  waste  in  cement  plants  in  Three  Forks  and  Montana  City. 
Also  on  the  agenda  is  a  panel  discussion  of  progress  made  to  clean  up 
hazardous  waste  sites  in  Livingston. 

Hard  Rock  Mining. ..Following  up  on  recommendations  from  last  interim's 
groundwater  study,  the  EQC  will  discuss  progress  made  to  protect  the  state's 
water  resources  from  the  environmental  effects  of  hard  rock  mining. 

MEPA  Implementation. ..The  EQC  will  receive  a  status  report  on  agency 
MEPA  training  and  will  be  briefed  on  the  basics  of  agency  implementation  of 

MEPA. 

Forestry  Issues. ..Staff  will  update  the  EQC  on  several  forestry  topics, 
including  forest  planning  by  the  Department  of  State  Lands,  Flathead  Basin 
Commission  study  reports,  and  progress  toward  implementing  HB  731,  the 
streamside  management  legislation. 

Energy  and  Lakeshore  Studies. ..The  EQC  will  continue  progressing 
through  its  workplan  for  each  of  these  assigned  studies. 
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Energy  Study  Subcommittee  and  Technical  Group  Meetings. ..The  energy 
study  subcommittee  composed  of  Sens.  Doherty  and  Rye,  Rep.  Raney,  John 
Fitzpatrick,  Helen  Waller,  and  Art  Wittich  will  meet  January  3.    The  technical 
group  meeting  to  formulate  a  state  energy  policy  analysis  method  will  meet 
December  4  from  9  a.m.  to  3  p.m.  in  the  State  Library  conference  room 
(Justice  Building). 

Special  Session  May  Cause  Meeting  Date  Changes. ..If  a  special  session  is 
called,  check  with  the  EQC  office  at  444-3742  to  confirm  meeting  dates  and 
times. 


WATER  POLICY  COMMITTEE 


Dam  Safety. ..The  November  Water  Policy  Committee  meeting 
concentrated  on  legislatively  mandated  Dam  Safety  and  Geothermal  Resources 
Studies.    Department  of  Natural  Resources  and  Conservation  (DNRC) 
personnel  presented  information  on  existing  and  potential  high-hazard  dam 
definitions,  and  the  Committee  identified  the  issues  it  wished  to  consider 
further.  The  Committee  will  not  make  any  recommendations  on  specific  study 
issues  until  it  receives  and  analyzes  relevant  public  comments. 

Geothermal  Resources... The  Committee  discussed  the  feasibility  of 
increasing  protection  for  geothermal  resources  in  Montana  and  concentrated 
on  the  failed  EQC  sponsored  SB  210  from  the  1991  session.    The  Committee 
identified  a  number  of  technical  geothermal  issues  that  will  be  discussed  at 
the  January  meeting. 

Other  agenda  items. ..The  Committee  also  received  updates  on  the 
Northern  Cheyenne  Compact,  Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife,  and  Parks  (DFWP) 
Recreational  Water  User  Fees  Study,  DNRC  Water  User  Fees  Study,  Water 
Leasing  Program,  and  the  activities  of  the  State  Water  Plan  Steering 
Committees. 

Next  Meeting. ..The  next  meeting  is  scheduled  for  Friday,  January  10, 
when  tentative  agenda  items  will  include  a  continuation  of  the  Dam  Safety 
and  Geothermal  Studies,  and  updates  on  the  restructuring  of  the  Water 
Resources  Center,  wilderness  dams,  DFWP  Recreational  Water  User  Fee 
Study,  DNRC  Water  User  Fee  Study,  Water  Leasing  Program,  and  the 
activities  of  the  State  Water  Plan  Steering  Committees.  For  an  agenda  or  more 
information  on  these  issues  please  contact  the  EQC  staff. 
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LEGISLATIVE  FINANCE  COMMITTEE 

At  its  November  15  meeting,  the  Legislative  Finance  Committee  discussed 
staff  reports  on  the  following  subjects: 

Budget  Amendments.. .The  Office  of  Budget  and  Program  Planning  (OBPP) 
certified  38  budget  amendments,  totalling  $2.4  million  and  adding  9.6  FTE. 
The  committee  voted  to  notify  OBPP  that  all  the  budget  amendments  met  the 
statutory  criteria.    To  date  during  the  1  993  biennium,  1 1  9  budget 
amendments,  totalling  $10.9  million  and  adding  40.5  FTE,  have  been  certified. 

FY92  Revenue  Collections. ..Through  October,  fiscal  1992  revenue 
collections  for  the  general  fund  and  school  equalization  account  (SEA)  are 
falling  below  the  levels  anticipated  in  HJR  24.    While  all  major  revenue 
components  except  personal  income  tax  are  "on  target"  or  slightly  exceeding 
HJR  24  estimates,  data  through  October  indicates  that  higher-than-anticipated 
collections  from  other  sources  will  not  continue  to  offset  shortfalls  in  personal 
income  tax  collections,  which  comprise  nearly  40  percent  of  the  1  993 
biennium  revenue  estimates  for  total  general  fund  and  SEA.  Two  significant 
revenue  sources  —  oil-related  revenues  and  investment  earnings  —  are 
expected  to  fall  short  of  HJR  24  estimates  in  the  near  future.    Current  oil 
prices  are  approximately  $3.50  per  barrel  below  HJR  24  estimates.    If  prices 
remain  at  this  level  throughout  the  remainder  of  calendar  1  991 ,  fiscal  1  992 
collections  will  be  approximately  $5.6  million  less  than  anticipated.    The 
current  average  balance  of  "investable  funds"  and    short-term  interest  rates 
are  also  below  HJR  24  estimates.    Continued  lower  balances  and  interest 
rates  for  the  remainder  of  the  fiscal  year  will  reduce  general  fund  revenue  by 
approximately  $5.8  million. 

Cashflow  in  General  Fund,  SEA,  and  Highways  Accounts. ..Cash  balances 
in  the  general  fund,  SEA,  and  highways  accounts  have  been  steadily 
declining  ~  from  $206.1  million  at  the  end  of  fiscal  1989  to  $16.9  million  at 
the  end  of  fiscal  1993,  as  projected  by  the  Department  of  Administration 
(DOA).    These  projections  (which  were  prepared  in  conjunction  with  the 
recent  Tax  and  Revenue  Anticipation  Notes  (TRANS)  issue)  are  based  on 
OBPP's  revised  revenue  estimates  and  the  implementation  of  $67.9  million  of 
gubernatorial  budget  reductions/adjustments  during  the  1993  biennium.    The 
$16.9  million  balance  is  the  lowest  cash  position  in  these  three  accounts  in 
over  a  decade. 

For  ten  of  the  last  12  months,  the  general  fund  has  been  in  a  cash  deficit 
position  as  a  result  of  loans  to  the  SEA.    Since  November  1990,  the  general 
fund  has  had  continual  loans  from  the  highways  account.    In  October  1991, 
the  outstanding  loan  balance  was  $64.3  million.    In  October,  $85  million  in 
TRANS  were  sold  to  supplement  general  fund  cashflow  until  anticipated 
revenue  is  received  later  this  fiscal  year,  allowing  repayment  of  the  loan  from 
the  highways  account.    DOA  projects  that  next  year's  TRANS  will  have  to  be 
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issued  by  July  15,  1992,  to  meet  fiscal  1993  cashflow  needs.    A  loan  of 
approximately  $30  million  from  the  highways  account  will  be  needed  in  June, 
1993,  to  repay  the  notes.    DOA  projects  that  the  general  fund  will  need  to 
carry  an  $11.1  million  loan  from  the  highways  account  through  fiscal  year  end 
in  order  to  maintain  a  positive  cash  balance. 

The  primary  reason  for  the  general  fund  cashflow  problem  is  loans  to  the 
SEA.    In  November  1990,  SEA  received  a  $62.7  million  general  fund  loan  to 
pay  statutorily  mandated  school  equalization  payments.    This  loan  is  expected 
to  grow  to  $83.2  million  by  the  end  of  fiscal  1993.    Factors  causing  the  SEA's 
cashflow  problems  are  revenue  shortfalls,  higher-than-anticipated 
expenditures,  and  statutory  payment  schedules.    Under  current  law,  47 
percent  of  annual  disbursements  must  be  made  within  the  first  five  months  of 
the  fiscal  year,  but  less  than  25  percent  of  annual  revenue  is  received  during 
this  period. 

The  highways  account  cash  balance  Increased  in  the  late  1  980's  due  to 
bond  sales.    However,  bond  proceeds  have  been  spent  and  expenditures  are 
currently  exceeding  revenues.    The  Department  of  Transportation  projects  that 
the  account's  cash  balance  will  decline  from  $90.1  million  at  the  beginning  of 
fiscal  1992  to  $27.9  million  at  the  end  of  fiscal  1993.    Approximately  $1 1.1 
million  of  this  cash  balance  will  need  to  be  loaned  to  the  general  fund,  leaving 
the  highways  account  with  a  $16.8  million  cash  balance  -  less  than  one 
month's  norma!  expenditures. 

Based  on  a  detailed  analysis  of  DOA's  cashflow  projections,  it  appears 
that  fiscal  1992  revenues  are  overstated  by  approximately  $6  million  and 
biennial  expenditures  may  be  understated.    The  cashflow  projections  assume: 
(1)  reversions  in  fiscal  1992  and  1993  will  be  as  large  as  in  fiscal  1991, 
despite  the  vacancy  savings  and  budget  reductions  imposed  during  the  1993 
biennium;  (2)  $67.9  million  of  gubernatorial  "budget  balancers"  will  be  realized 
during  the  biennium;  and  (3)  supplementals  will  not  exceed  $6  million.    For  the 
last  three  biennia,  general  fund  supplementals  have  averaged  more  than  $20 
million. 

Based  on  DOA's  cashflow  projections,  one  or  more  of  the  following  must 
occur  in  order  to  ensure  positive  cashflow  in  the  genera!  fund  in  fiscal  1993: 
(1)  revenues  exceed  OBPP's  revised  revenue  estimates;  (2)  expenditures  be 
reduced  by  more  than  $67.9  million;  (3)  the  general  fund  begin  borrowing 
from  funds  other  than  the  highways  account.    Scenario  (3)  would  require 
borrowing  from  accounts  that  retain  their  own  interest  or  from  trust  funds 
since  there  are  no  other  large  accounts  (other  than  highways)  whose  interest 
is  deposited  in  the  general  fund. 

Predator  Control. ..The  Department  of  Livestock's  (DOL)  current  predator 
control  program  consists  of  shooting  predators  (mainly  coyotes)  from  the 
DOL's  helicopter  and  contracting  with  counties  and  the  federal  governmerit  for 
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aerial  shooting  of  predators.    This  program  (which  spent  $226,921  in  fiscal 
1991)  is  funded  from  the  per  capita  levy  on  livestock  and  from  hunting  and 
fishing  license  revenue.    A  staff  report  discussed  alternative  methods  of 
predator  control  and  funding  methods.  Although  the  number  of  coyotes  killed 
per  hour  from  the  DOL's  helicopter  is  greater  than  those  killed  per  hour  of 
contracted  flying  time,  the  fiscal  1991  cost  to  kill  a  coyote  with  the  DOL's 
helicopter  was  $118  versus  $86  through  contracting.    In  previous  years,  the 
contracted  cost  per  coyote  was  slightly  more.    Cattle  producers  pay  87 
percent  of  the  per  capita  levy  funding  designated  for  predator  control.    Sheep 
producers  pay  5.3  percent,  although  71  percent  of  the  program  activity  is  in 
response  to  requests  from  sheep  producers. 

Representatives  of  the  cattle  and  sheep  industries,  the  DOL  and  the  DFWP 
spoke  in  support  of  the  current  program  and  its  funding  sources.    They 
informed  the  committee  that  contracting  would  not  economically  provide  the 
same  level  of  services  as  the  current  system  and  alternative  control  methods 
were  not  practical.    The  DFWP  director  testified  that  use  of  hunting  and 
fishing  license  fees  for  predator  control  enhances  relations  between  private 
landowners  and  sportsmen  and  has  been  specifically  appropriated  by  the 
legislature  for  this  purpose  since  1977. 

Other  Reports. ..The  committee  also  discussed  reports  of  a  recent 
workers'  compensation  decision.  Department  of  Family  Service's  continuum  of 
care,  implementation  to  date  of  Executive  Order  28-91,  the  Board  of 
Investment's  school  bonding  program,  and  the  cost  to  date  of  the  recent 
disturbances  at  the  prison  and  Mountain  View  School.    Copies  of  all  staff 
reports  are  available  by  calling  444-2986. 

REVENUE  OVERSIGHT  COMMITTEE 

December  13  Meeting  Date. ..The  Revenue  Oversight  Committee  will  meet 
at  9:15  a.m.  on  Friday,  December  13,  in  Room  104  of  the  Capitol.    The 
Committee  will  hear  a  report  on  the  Montana  capital  companies;  receive  an 
update  on  revenue  collections  through  November  1991;  review  preliminary 
information  from  a  survey  relating  to  county-provided  services  on  Indian 
reservations;  consider  a  report  on  criteria  for  evaluating  state  and  local  tax 
structures;  and  hear  Department  of  Revenue  reports,  including  a  report  on  the 
Director's  Council  on  Liquor  Privatization. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL 

Budget  Reduction  Actions. ..The  Legislative  Council  met  November  15  and 
acted  to: 
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•  direct  that  general  fund  spending  be  reduced  with  a  firm  reduction  goal 
of  6%  and  further  reductions  may  be  directed  in  the  future  needed; 

•  request  all  legislators  attending  necessary  meetings  on  state  expense  to 
use  special  care  in  their  expenditures  for  the  balance  of  this  biennium; 

•  authorize  conversion  of  an  administrative  clerk  position  to  a  secretary 
position  and  the  hiring  of  a  secretary; 

•  approve  budgets  totalling  $13,663  for  each  of  the  three  interim 
committees  funded  through  the  prioritized  interim  committees  process; 
and 

•  allocate  $7,500  to  support  the  work  of  the  Pacific  Northwest  Economic 
Region  Delegate  Council  created  by  the  1991  Legislature. 

Appointments  Approved. ..In  other  business,  the  Council  approved  the 
appointment  of  Rep.  Joe  Quilici  as  a  Vice-Chairman  of  the  National 
Conference  of  State  Legislatures,  State-Federal  Assembly.    The  State-Federal 
Assembly  includes  committees  of  NCSL  that  work  directly  with  the  Congress 
and  Executive  Branch  of  the  Federal  Government  on  State-Federal  issues. 
Similarly,  the  Council  approved  of  the  appointment  of  Rep.  Dave  Brown  as  a 
Vice-Chairman  of  the  Transportation  Committee  of  the  State-Federal 
Assembly.    Both  appointments  were  proposed  by  NCSL  President-elect  Paul 
Bud  Burke,  President  of  the  Kansas  Senate. 

Bill  Handling  Changes  to  Be  Topic. ..The  Legislative  Council  will  discuss 
legislative  improvement  —  specifically  improvement  in  the  handling  of  bills  -  at 
its  next  meeting,  the  date  of  which  was  not  set.    So  far,  no  Council  members 
have  heard  from  other  legislators  what  steps  if  any  they  should  promote  to 
improve  the  process.    One  member  was  contacted  indicating  strong  opposition 
to  any  further  efforts  to  limit  bill  requests. 


LEGAL  DIVISION: 

Initiative  Received:  (Pursuant  to  13-27-202(2),  MCA,  copies  of 
correspondence  are  available  from  the  Secretary  of  State) 

•  Reduce  auto  insurance  rates 

•  Local  government  infrastructure  spending 
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LEGISLATORS  MAY  REQUEST 
COMMITTEE  INFORMATION 

Legislative  Council  Maintains  Interested  Persons  Lists.. .Legislators  who 
are  interested  in  the  work  of  a  particular  interim  study  committee  or  a 
permanent  committee  such  as  the  Administrative  Code  Committee  or  the 
Revenue  Oversight  Committee  may  request  to  be  put  on  the  interested 
persons  list  for  any  committee.    Individuals  on  the  interested  persons  lists 
typically  receive  personal  advance  notice  of  upcoming  committee  meetings 
and  a  copy  of  tentative  agendas.    Legislators  may  also  request  a  copy  of 
reports,  memoranda,  or  other  information  to  be  presented  at  committee 
meetings,  and  may  also  request  copies  of  minutes  from  meetings  that  have 
taken  place.    Legislators  are  encouraged  to  keep  informed  of  the  activities  of 
committees  studying  subjects  of  their  particular  interest.    A  legislator  may 
contact  the  Legislative  Council  staff  to  have  his  or  her  name  included  on  the 
interested  persons  list  for  any  of  the  interim  study  committees  or  contact  the 
staffer  responsible  to  the  committee  for  a  brief  update. 


COMMITTEE  ON  INDIAN  AFFAIRS 

To  Meet  December  5. ..The  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  will  meet  at  10 
a.m.  Thursday,  December  5,  in  Room  104  of  the  Capitol.  Issues  to  be 
discussed  include  gambling,  cooperative  agreements,  state-tribal  tax 
negotiations,  and  Indian  education.  The  Committee  will  also  continue  its  work 
on  taxation  and  sentencing  disparities. 


JOINT  SELECT  COMMITTEE 
ON  WORKERS'  COMPENSATION 


Actuarial  Reports  Received. ..At  its  meeting  on  November  5,  the  Joint 
Select  Committee  on  Workers'  Compensation  heard  reports  from  the  State 
Compensation  Mutual  Insurance  Fund  including  the  latest  actuarial  analyses. 
Robert  Meyer  of  the  Tillinghast  firm,  who  is  completing  his  first  year  as  the 
State  Fund's  actuary,  estimated  the  total  undiscounted  unfunded  liability  of 
the  "old  fund"  at  $433.5  million  and  a  surplus  in  the  "new  fund"  of  about  $2 
million.    John  Fine  of  the  Legislative  Auditor's  staff  said  a  review  conducted 
for  the  auditor's  office  by  the  Watson-Hall  firm  estimated  the  old  fund's 
undiscounted  unfunded  liability  at  $380  million.    Patrick  Sweeney,  president  of 
the  State  Fund,  informed  the  Committee  that  a  premium  rate  increase 
somewhere  in  the  range  of  5%  to  15%  will  probably  be  approved  by  the 
Fund's  board  of  directors  to  become  effective  January  1,  1992.    Premiums 
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collected  since  July  1,  1990,  are  dedicated  to  payment  of  claims  arising  after 
that  date  under  the  new  fund.    The  income  from  the  payroll  tax  of  0.28%  is 
dedicated  to  payment  of  the  old  fund's  obligations. 

Future  Meetings. ..The  Committee  will  devote  the  next  two  meetings  to 
considering  the  conditions  of  the  old  fund  and  the  new  fund  separately.    The 
next  meeting  will  be  on  Thursday,  January  30,  in  Room  104,  and  the  old  fund 
will  be  the  subject. 


JOINT  INTERIM  SUBCOMMITTEE 
ON  MANDATED  HEALTH  INSURANCE  BENEFITS 

Review  Systems  Discussed. ..The  staff  of  the  Subcommittee,  the  State 
Insurance  Commissioner,  and  representatives  of  concerned  interest  groups  on 
November  22  presented  information  on  systems  used  in  various  other  states 
to  assess  and  evaluate  the  costs  and  benefits  of  health  insurance  mandates. 
The  Subcommittee  requested  its  staff  and  interested  persons  to  draft  a 
tentative  plan  or  methodology  for  a  review  system  to  be  presented  to  the  53rd 
Legislature. 

Future  Meetings. ..The  next  meeting  was  scheduled  for  9:30  a.m.,  Friday, 
January  10,  in  the  commissioners'  room  at  the  Yellowstone  County 
Courthouse  in  Billings.    The  fourth  meeting  was  tentatively  set  for  Friday, 
March  27,  in  Great  Falls,  time  and  site  to  be  determined  later. 
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INTERIM 
CALENDAR 


December  2,  Joint  Committee  on  Postsecondary 
Education  and  Budget,  9  a.m.,  Room  104 

December  5,  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  Room  104 

December  9,  Joint  Interim  Subcommittee  on  School  Funding,  Room  104, 
9  a.m. 

December  1  2,  Joint  Subcommittee  on  State  Government  Information 
Processing  Technology,  Room  104 

December  13,  Legislative  Audit  Committee,  Room  108 

December  13,  Revenue  Oversight  Committee,  Room  104 

December  25,  Christmas,  holiday 

1992 

January  1,  New  Year's,  holiday 

January  10,  Joint  Interim  Subcommittee  on  Mandated  Health  Insurance 
Benefits,  9:30  a.m..  Commissioners'  Room,  Yellowstone  County  Courthouse, 
Billings 

January  10,  Joint  Interim  Subcommittee  on  Public  Employee  Retirement 
Systems,  Room  325,  7  p.m. 

January  10,  Water  Policy  Committee,  Room  104 

January  1 1 ,  Joint  Interim  Subcommittee  on  Public  Employee  Retirement 
Systems,  Room  104,  9  a.m. 

January  17,  Environmental  Quality  Council,  Room  104 

January  17,  Committee  on  the  State  Hospital,  9  a.m..  Room  325 

January  20,  Martin  Luther  King  Day,  holiday 

January  24,  Revenue  Oversight  Committee,  Room  104 
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January  30,  Joint  Select  Committee  on  Workers'  Compensation,  Room 
104 

February  17,  Lincoln's  and  Washington's  birthdays,  holiday 

March  20,  Revenue  Oversight  Committee,  Room  104 

March  27,  Joint  Interim  Subcommittee  on  Mandated  Health  Insurance 
Benefits  in  Great  Falls 

May  15,  Revenue  Oversight  Committee,  Room  104 

May  25,  Memorial  Day,  holiday 

July  4,  Independence  Day,  holiday 

July  10,  Revenue  Oversight  Committee,  Room  104 

September  7,  Labor  Day,  holiday 

September  11,  Revenue  Oversight  Committee,  Room  104 

October  1  2,  Columbus  Day,  holiday 

November  3,  General  Election  day,  holiday 

November  11,  Veterans  Day,  holiday 

November  20  and  21,  Revenue  Oversight  Committee,  Room  104 

November  26,  Thanksgiving  Day,  holiday 

December  25,  Christmas  Day,  holiday 

1993 

January  1,  New  Year's  Day,  holiday 

January  4,  53rd  Legislature  convenes 


340  copies  of  this  public  document  were  published  at  an 
estimated  cost  of  570  per  copy,  for  a  total  cost  of  $193.80, 
which  includes  $126.68  for  printing  and  $67.12  for  distribution. 
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